
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1 2 6 0 1  o f  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  as amended, 
p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Pa rag raph  3104.44 t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  use  o f  
a p a r k i n g  l o t  under  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  campus p l a n  i n  t h e  R-5-C 
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  2 0 0 6 ,  2010-2016-2108 and 2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6  * 'G" 
S t r e e t ,  and 2007-2029  'IF" S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square  103 ,  L o t s  25,  
312, 813 and 8 1 5 ) .  

HEARING DATE: March 1 5 ,  1 9 7 8  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: A p r i l  5 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  
" C "  Stree t  between 20 th  and 2 1 s t  Streets a t  2 0 0 6 ,  2010-2016-2018 
and 2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6  "G" Stree t ,  N. W .  and  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  "F" 
Stree t  between 20 th  and 21st S t r e e t s  a t  2 0 0 7 - 2 0 2 9  'IF" S t r ee t ,  N.W. 
and i s  i n  an R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  The l o t s  are d i v i d e d  by a p u b l i c  
a l l e y  runn ing  down t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e  and p a r a l l e l  t o  l lF"  
and " G "  S t r e e t s .  The l o t s  on "G"  S t r e e t  are f u r t h e r  s e p a r a t e d  by 
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  a t  2008 and 2 0 2 0  "G"  S t r e e t .  

2 .  By BZA Order  140. 11278, d a t e d  J a n u a r y  31 ,  1973 t h e  Board 
g r a n t e d  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  known as 
2 0 0 6 ,  2 0 0 4 - 2 0 1 0 ,  2 0 1 6  "G"  S t r e e t ,  N . W .  and 2007-2029 "F" S t r e e t ,  
N .  W. t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .  By 
BZA Order  No. 1 1 7 9 9 ,  d a t e d  Februa ry  7 ,  1975 t h e  Board g r a n t e d  
c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  known as 2018, 2 0 2 4  
and 2 0 2 6  I'G" S t r ee t ,  N .  W .  t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  

3. A l l  o f  t h e  l o t s  are o p e r a t e d  by P a r k i n g  Management I n c .  
as one f a c i l i t y .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  approx ima te ly  49,500 s q u a r e  
f e e t  and h a s  a c a p a c i t y  o f  t w o  hundred-twenty s p a c e s .  There  i s  
one dr iveway on "F" S t r e e t ,  N . W .  which i s  t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  wide .  
A l l  o t h e r  access i s  from t h e  a l l e y .  The l o t  o p e r a t e s  from 7 : O O  a . m  
t o  9 . 0 0  p.m. 

5 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  used f o r  commuter p a r k i n g  and f o r  
commercial  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  area. I t  i s  used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a l l  day 
p a r k i n g ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  by employees o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Monetary 
Fund and t h e  World Bank. The p a r t  o f  t h e  l o t  on "F" S t ree t  w a s  
o b t a i n e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  from t h e  IMF as p a r t  o f  a l a n d  exchange 

i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  b l o c k  bounded by 1 9 ,  2 0 ,  
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Streets ,  N .  W .  I 1  GI1 and If 11 

6 .  The park ing  l o t  i s  pa 7ed wi th  an all weather  impervious 
s u r f a c e  and i.s w e l l  maintained.  A b r i c k  w a l l  approximately t h r e e  
f e e t  high i s  provided along t h e  "F" Stree t  f r o n t a g e  and wheel 
s t o p s  a r e  provided a long  t h e  " G "  S t r e e t  f ron tage  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  
space ,  An a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  i s  provided on t h e  s i t e .  

7 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  inc luded  i n  t h e  George Washington 
Un ive r s i ty  Campus Plan as approved by t h e  Board. The p rope r ty  
i s  des igna ted  f o r  development i n  t h e  second and t h i r d  s t a g e  o f  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  campus development. The p o r t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  l o c a t e d  
on 'IF" Street  i s  t o  be developed wi th  a park ing  garage according 
t o  t h e  approved Campus Plan. That park ing  garage would ex tend  
from "G"  Street  t o  'IF" S t r e e t  i n  t h e  middle o f  Square 1 0 3 .  The 
park ing  l o t  covers  t h e  major p o r t i o n  of t h i s  square  wi th  t h e  
except ion  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a long  20th and 2 1 s t  Street  are 
mostly developed wi th  u n i v e r s i t y  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  and inc lude  
t h e  S c o t t  Key H a l l ,  A r t  Department Bui ld ing  and some f r a t e r n i t y  
houses.  

8.  The Municipal Planning O f f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  da t ed  March 8 ,  
1 9 7 8 ,  recommended approval  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds 
t h a t  t h e  subject l o t  i s  a temporary one and i t  s e r v e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
park ing  needs i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

9 .  The Department of T ranspor t a t ion ,by  r e p o r t  da t ed  
March 2 ,  1 9 7 8  and a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Hearing, recommended approval  
of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  no longe r  than  a fou r  y e a r  pe r iod  a t  
which t i m e  they would reevaluate a r e a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  determine 
t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  by t r a n s i t  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  s e rved  by t h e  
s u b j e c t  park ing  l o t .  

1 0 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2 A  opposed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
because of t h e  longs tanding  problems t h e  Foggy Bottom-West End 
a r e a  has had wi th  t h e  n o i s e ,  conges t ion  and p o l l u t i o n  emanating 
from t h e  thousands of v e h i c l e s  d r i v e n  by commuters which c log  
t h e  neighborhood each workday. The ANC's  T ranspor t a t ion  p o l i c y  
i s  t h a t  they  would oppose a c t i o n s  which would increase commercial 
park ing  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  area, a l though i t  is  i n  f avor  of  meeting 
t h e  r e s i d e n t ' s  needs f o r  parking.  I t  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  
o f  t h e  ANC i s  s t r o n g l y  in f luenced  by t h e  c i t y ' s  p o l i c i e s  toward 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  emphasis on encouraging use of 
mass t r a n s i t  and d iscouraging  t h e  use o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  automobile.  

11. The Board i s  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  g i v e  " g r e a t  weight" 
t o  t h e  i s s u e s  and concerns o f  t h e  ANC. The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
ANC, i n  i t s  r e p o r t  and tes t imony,  has  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  addressed 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t s  o f  t h i s  c a s e ,  i n  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  would 
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n o t  i n c r e a s e  commercial park ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  r a t h e r  would 
cont inue  a l o t  a l r eady  i n  e x i s t a n c e .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  bo th  
t h e  Municipal Planning O f f i c e  and t h e  Department of T ranspor t a t ion  
have recommended t h a t  t h e  lot be cont inued  f o r  an i n t e r i m  pe r iod  
of  t i m e ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  even though t h e  Foggy B o t t o m  Metro S t a t i o n  
i s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  gene ra l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  have remained 
t h e  s a m e  dur ing  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  cond i t ions  
a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  change m a t e r i a l l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  
a g r e a t e r  Metro system i n  ope ra t ion .  

1 2 .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  concern o f  t h e  ANC t o  suppor t  
t h e  p o l i c y  of encouraging use of mass t r a n s i t  and d iscourage  
use o f  p r i v a t e  automobiles i s  one which cannot be taken  l i g h t l y .  
The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  l o t  does n o t  s e r v e  t o  
encourage u s e  of  mass t r a n s i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as i t  r e l a t e s  t o  a l l -day  
commuter parking.  

13 .  The W e s t  End C i t i z e n s  Assoc ia t ion  and a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  
i n  t h e  neighbohood opposed t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  They 
concurred wi th  t h e  grounds s t a t e d  by t h e  ANC and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  
f e l t  t h a t  deve lopers  and t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w e r e  t e a r i n g  down houses 
i n s t e a d  of rehabilitating them and then seek ing  approval  of  park ing  
l o t s .  

1 4 .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e s e  l o t s  have been i n  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  many y e a r s ,  and t h a t  r ega rd in9  t n i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  no houses 
have been t o r n  down. 

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW : 

The Board concludes t h a t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion  
must be judged on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  c r i t e r i a  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions.  The Board concludes t h a t  i n  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  does comply w i t h  t h e  requirement  of Paragraph 
3104.44 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions.  The Board concludes t h a t  t h i s  
l o t  by i t s e l f  does n o t  reasonably c o n t r i b u t e  to adverse  t r a f f i c  
e f f e c t ,  and t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  l o t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  has n o t  
had an adverse  e f f e c t  on t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o r  f u t u r e  development 
of th is  a r e a .  The l o t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  reasonably  necessary  f o r  
e x i s t i n g  use i n  t h e  area. 

The Board concludes t h a t  i t  has given g r e a t  weight  t o  t h e  
i s s u e s  and concerns of  t h e  Advisory Neighborhood Commission, b u t  
t h a t  t h e  ci rcumstances surrounding t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  
n o t  such t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  of tine 
ANC. The Board does conclude,  however, t h a t  a s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
of  mass t r a n s i t  i n c r e a s e s  wi th  t h e  opening o f  more M e t r o r a i l  
r o u t e s ,  it w i l l  be a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  review park ing  l o t s  t o  determine 
i f  they a r e  s t i l l  reasonably necessary  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  which they  
a r e  loca t ed .  
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The Board t a k e s  n o t e  o f  t h e  need f o r  pa rk ing  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The 
Board n o t e s  t h a t  development of  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  use  by t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i s  scheduled  f o r  some u n c e r t a i n  time i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

The Board n o t e s  t h a t  two o t h e r  pa rk ing  l o t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  by 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e r e  hea rd  and dec ided  by t h e  Board a t  t h e  s a m e  
t i m e  as t h e  p r e s e n t  case. These a p p l i c a t i o n s  can a l l  be d i s t i n g -  
u i shed  i n d i v i d u a l l y ;  t h i s  one i s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  a commercially 
used l o t ,  case 1 2 6 1 0  i s  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a new U n i v e r s i t y  
l o t  and case 1 2 6 1 1  is  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  a U n i v e r s i t y  used 
l o t .  

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  hereby ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  
GRAKiTED s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  CONDITIONS: 

a .  Approval s h a l l  be  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  ONE YEAR which s h a l l  
be s u b j e c t  t o  renewal  i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  Board 
upon t h e  f i l i n g  of  a new a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  manner 
p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

b. A l l  areas devoted t o  dr iveways,  access l a n e s ,  and 
pa rk ing  areas s h a l l  be main ta ined  w i t h  a paving o f  
mater ia l  forming an a l l -wea the r  impervious s u r f a c e .  

c. An e i g h t  i n c h  coping s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and main ta ined  
a long  each s i d e  of a l l  dr iveways t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p u b l i c  space .  

d .  Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  and main ta ined  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

e .  N o  v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  
p r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on o r  ove r  t h e  
p u b l i c  space .  

f .  A l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped .  Landscaping 
s h a l l  be main ta ined  i n  a h e a l t h y  growing c o n d i t i o n  and 
i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance.  

g. N o  o t h e r  use s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  premises  
and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t han  an a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  
be e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  premises  u n l e s s  such use o r  
s t r u c t u r e s  are o the rwise  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  
i n  which t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

h. Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  o r  i t s  
accessory  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be so  a r r anged  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
r a y s  o f  such l i g h t i n g  are conf ined  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  
t h e  pa rk ing  l o t .  
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i. A t  t h e  t i m e  of f i l i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  
f o r  r e n e w a l  of t h e  park ing  l o t ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  
s u b m i t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  t h e  fo l lowing  in fo rma t ion :  

1. The n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  World B a n k  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Monetary Fund regard ing  t h e  p rope r ty .  

2 .  A n  estimate of when t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  cease 
u s i n g  t h e  l o t  fo r  commercial p a r k i n g ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n c l u d i n g  when t h e  World B a n k  and t h e  I.M.F. w i l l  no 
longe r  u s e  t h e  l o t .  

3. The f u t u r e  p l a n s  for  u s e  of  t h e  l o t  by t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  t o  be m a d e  
when the c o m m e r c i a l  pa rk ing  opera t ion  ceases. 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard 
S m i t h  and Leonard L .  M c C a n t s )  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.  C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

T 
I .?, 

STEVEN E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

B L  ATTESTED B y :  i 

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY P E W i I T  
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  HOUSIfJG AND C O M W N I T Y  DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  THIS 
ORDE R. 


